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Why develop a Strategy for  heritage?

The aim of the Strategy is to:

o provide a framework for leadership, partnerships and community 
engagement 

o support heritage activities undertaken by individuals, 
organisations, and governments 

o provide a common direction for the recognition and protection of 
Australia’s heritage.



What is heritage?

“Heritage can be simply defined as the special places or things that 
tell important stories about us and our world.”

Stories – Traditions – Languages – Events – Experiences –Architecture –
Natural, Historic and Indigenous environment

It is an integral part of life today, constantly evolving and shaped by 
all Australians. 



Language
Performance
Religion
Ethnicity

Artefacts
Artworks

Books 
Films

Sacred places
Memorial sites
Stories

Buildings
Landscapes
Shipwrecks

Australia’s

Heritage 

Moveable

Immoveable

TangibleIntangible

Different facets of heritage



Why is our heritage important?
Sydney Opera House 

Heritage underpins our national character. 

Reflects our diverse history, natural landscapes and rich Indigenous 
culture.

Heritage brings together places and stories that builds community pride 
and belonging, creates cultural enrichment and enhances well being.



Vision, Themes, Priorities, Commitments and Actions

Community EngagementNational Leadership

“Our natural and cultural heritage is valued by all Australians, 

protected for future generations and cared for by the community.”

• Improve support for 
Australia’s iconic world 
heritage sites

• Capture a 
representative National 
Heritage List

• Pursue greater 
recognition & protection 
of our natural and 
cultural heritage

• Contribute to 
international standard 
setting & guidance

• Creating incentives to 
care for our heritage

• Greater knowledge & 
engagement with our 
heritage

• Appropriate timing for 
the national celebration 
of Australia’s heritage

• Management of 
heritage places

• Models for greater 
recognition of heritage 
champions

Innovative Partnerships

• Greater heritage policy 
& process alignment 
across all levels of 
government

• Build capacity through 
workforce support, 
education & training

• Alternate funding, 
resource sharing & 
creative partnerships

• Foster collaboration 
between heritage & 
tourism sectors

Vision

Themes

Priorities

Commitments 
and actions



Improve National Leadership 

Proposed priorities:

1. Improved support for Australia’s iconic World Heritage sites 

2. Capture a representative National Heritage List

3. Pursue greater recognition and protection of our natural and cultural 
heritage, particularly our Indigenous cultural heritage

4. Contribute to international heritage standard setting and guidance



Pursue Innovative Partnerships 

Proposed priorities: 

1. Greater heritage policy and process alignment across all levels of government 

2. Building heritage capacity through workforce support, education and training

3. Innovative funding, resource sharing and creative partnerships

4. Foster greater collaboration between heritage and tourism sectors



Encourage communities to understand 
and care for their heritage

Proposed priorities:

1. Creating incentives to care for our heritage

2. Promoting greater knowledge and engagement with our heritage

3. Appropriate timing for the national celebration of Australia’s heritage

4. Management of heritage places

5. Models for recognition of Australian heritage champions



Discussion – Strategy themesThemes, priorities and actions

• Improve National Leadership

• Pursue Innovative Partnerships

• Encourage communities to understand and care
for their heritage



What are the most important 

things the Australian 

Government should be doing to 

offer leadership in heritage?

How can the Australian 

Government provide guidance 

and support for our national 

heritage—while still empowering 

other government, industry and 

community members to take 

responsibility and get involved? 

Improve National Leadership 
Discussion Questions



What priority areas are 

important to you, your 

organisation or group?

What practical actions would 

you suggest to improve 

national heritage leadership?

Improve National Leadership 
Discussion Questions



What partnerships are most 

needed within the heritage 

sector? 

What heritage roles and 

responsibilities should be led 

by governments, peak 

heritage organisations or 

community groups in the 21st

century? 

Pursue Innovative Partnerships 
Discussion Questions



How should resources be 

shared through heritage 

partnerships to ensure the 

greatest return on agreed 

priorities? 

Can you provide examples of 

successful innovative 

partnerships you or your 

organisation have 

established?

Discussion questionsPursue Innovative Partnerships 
Discussion Questions



What should the Australian 

heritage sector be doing to 

help the Australian 

community better engage in 

heritage activities? 

How can a shared 

understanding of our national 

heritage be developed and 

best celebrated together?  

Encourage Communities to Understand and Care 
for their Heritage                           Discussion Questions



Do you have any examples of 

activities that have been 

successful in promoting local 

heritage to a broader 

audience?

What is the role of 

technology and new media in 

providing greater community 

access to heritage?

Encourage Communities to Understand and Care 
for their Heritage                           Discussion Questions



Members of the public and 
heritage community are 
invited to written submissions 
on the draft Strategy.

Public Consultation on the 
Draft Strategy  closes on 
9 June 2014.

We expect the Final 
Australian Heritage Strategy 
to be released later in 2014.

Next Steps 

AusHeritageStrategy@environment.gov.au 



Visit the Department of the Environment’s website:

www.environment.gov.au/heritage/australian-heritage-strategy

For more information on the Draft Strategy    

http://www.environment.gov.au/heritage/australian-heritage-strategy

