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State Parties to the World Heritage Convention have the 

responsibility to adopt general policies toé give the 

heritage a function in the life of the community 

 

Life in the Community 
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Communities and World Heritage 

 

»Respect for culture and 
traditions 

»Disruption and impacts  

»Facilitating residential use 

»Economic benefits for local 
people 

» Involvement in management 

» Intellectual cultural property 
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Indigenous people are rights-holders 

 

Indigenous peoples must be 
recognized as rights-holders and 
not merely stakeholders in any 
decisions affecting them, in 
accordance with their distinct 
status and rights under 
international law and in particular, 
their right of self-determination  

 
(International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs 
Copenhagen September 2012) 
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The heritage of indigenous peoples is comprised of all objects, sites and knowledge, the 

nature or use of which has been transmitted from generation to generation, and which is 

regarded as pertaining to a particular people or territory. The heritage of an indigenous 

people also includes objects, knowledge and literary or artistic works which may be 

created in future based on its heritage. (United Nations Commission on Human Rights 1995). 
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Economic value of cultural heritage 

 

A logical next step from recognising the 

cultural value of intangible heritage is to 

recognise the economic value of cultural 

heritage as intellectual property.  

 

é.widespread unfair exploitation of the 

cultural heritage <é..>  for commercial 

and business interests.ò (WIPO-

UNESCO 1999: article 2). 
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Kyoto Vision 2012 ï equitbale distribution 

 

Benefits derived from well-
protected cultural and natural 
heritage properties should be 
equally distributed to communities 
to foster their sustainable 
development 

 

 

(40th Anniversary of the World Heritage Convention 
in 2012) 
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Kyoto Vision 2012 ï sustainable development  

 

People-centred conservation of 

the worldôs cultural and natural 

heritage is an opportunity to 

provide critical learning models for 

the pursuit of sustainable 

development and for ensuring a 

harmonious relationship between 

communities and their 

environment  
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»People-centred conservation? 

 

»Who are the culture keepers? 

 

»Who benefits? 

 

»What is the social impact? 

 

 

 

 

Indigenous heritage in Australia 
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» 132 000 hectares in the arid centre of Australia 

» Uluru (Ayers Rock) and Kata Tjuta (The Olgas) 

» Declared in 1977ï joint management since 1985 

» 1994 re-nomination for cultural values 

Uluru Kata Tjuta National Park 


